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March 27 - Rosarians BEWARE!  Those shopping for low-maintenance easy-to-care for EarthKindTM Roses may have received advertising material from nurseries and/or rose suppliers containing misrepresentations that certain hybrid tea, miniature and floribunda roses have been designated as "EarthKindTM" by Texas A&M University, when, in fact those roses carry no such designation.  We have been made aware of the distribution of marketing material misrepresenting that the roses Julia Child, Scentimental, Hot Cocoa and Starina are EarthKindTM  Roses.  

Not only are Julia Child, Scentimental, Hot Cocoa and Starina not EarthKindTM Roses none have been tested by Texas A&M University as part of its EarthKindTM Research Program.   Three of the four misidentified roses were not even commercially available when the EarthKindTM research began.

The only roses currently bearing the EarthKindTM designation are own-root varieties of the following 15 cultivars:

Belinda's Dream

Duchesse de Brabant

Mutabilis

Caldwell Pink

Else Poulsen



Perle d'Or

Carefree Beauty

Georgetown Tea


Sea Foam


Climbing PInkie

Knock Out (red)


Spice

Ducher


Marie Daly



The Fairy

We have also been advised that some nurseries are advertising grafted counterparts of the above roses as "EarthKind". They are not! In order to be considered "EarthKind" the designated cultivar must be growing on its own roots. 
Another 51 roses are currently being studied in an expanded version of the original EarthKindTM Rose Research Program.  The misrepresented roses are not part of the expanded research study.  Whether any of the additional 51 cultivars receive the EarthKindTM designation will be determined when the research concludes.

For those wanting more information about the EarthKindTM Rose Research Program, there are four sources of accurate information:

1. The Texas A&M University EarthKind website, http://earthkindroses.tamu.edu.  This site is periodically updated and may not contain the most recent releases of information about the research program.

2. Chamblee's Rose Nursery Catalog and website, www.chambleeroses.com.  Mark Chamblee is Texas Cooperative Extension's EarthKindTM National Coordinator for the Nursery Industry.

3. The Guide to EarthKindTM Roses and the EarthKindTM Environmental Landscape Management System.  Persons interested in purchasing a copy of the publication may contact Claude Graves (Dallas Rose Society) at claude.graves@tx.rr.com or Gaye Hammond (Houston Rose Society) at gayeh@LPM-triallaw.com.

4. Gaye Hammond, Texas Cooperative Extension's EarthKindTM National Coordinator for Rose Societies / Financial Liaison at gayeh@LPM-triallaw.com
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