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District Director ’'s Message - Diane Sommers

As the reality of winter begins to set in, | finally
have had time to reflect on the busy, fun summer of
rose activities as well as planning for the 2007 gar
dening season. ¥s we in the North Central District do
experience some down time as the snow flakes begin
to fall!

At the NCD conv ention and rose show, hosted by
the Waukesha Rose Societynew officers and chair-
persons for your North Central District w ere elected.
Please join me in welcoming and thanking these indi -
viduals for their commitment to the American Rose
Society and our North Central District. The role each
of these individuals play is important and will help all
of us to expand our knowledge of our fav orite flow er
— the Rose. Yu will notice that most societies within
our District are represented — that is important as
these individuals will provide an important commu -
nication role between NCD activities and your local
societies. We are still looking for v olunteers for tw o
very important positions — Membership Chair and the
Petals & Thorns Editor. If you would like to v olunteer,
please contact me at 262-853-0745.

Plans are underway for a great 2007. The NCD
Midwinter Meeting is scheduled for March 10,11th at
the Antiqua Bay W aterpark in the Wisconsin Dells. If
you have not attended this event in the past, | strong-
ly recommend that y ou consider attending this y ear.

New North Central District officers were elected at the convention
in August. Lef t to Right: Bruce Barr , Assist ant District Director ,
Yvonne Brault , Secretary, Diane Sommers , District Director and
Don Zoromski , Treasurer .

For those attending in the past, the new location will
provide a larger meeting room as this event has
become quite popular! Please see the article on this
event later in this newsletter along with the registra -
tion form. Our own T win Cities Rose Club is hosting
the National ARS Convention in 2007!!! This affords
all of us the opportunity to attend the national ev ent
and exhibit at the rose show. Mark y our calendar now
and plan on attending!

The fall American Rose Society National
Convention in Dallas, Texas (October 13th - 16th)
included a number of great activities. With the
Triennial election completed this summer, Steve
Joneswas inducted as the newAmerican Rose Society
president, and Jeff Wycoff became the ARS Vice
President. As is typical following the elections, this
becomes a transition time for the board, with new
District Directors and Regional Directors joining and
new committee participants elected. A significant
amount of discussion was centered on how to grow
membership in the American Rose Society This is
extremely important to the health of the American
Rose Society and to all of us who enjoy rose growing
as our hobby. An ARS membership can be a great hol
iday gift for those interested in gardening and roses -
check out the American Rose Society website
(www .ars.org) for membership forms, ARS member
discounts for roses and products, and other valuable
information. Free entrance to more than 100 Botanical
gardens across the nation more than offsets the annu
al ARS membership costs.

As your new District Director , my goal is to pro-
vide rose growers in the District with information to
enhance our ability to grow great roses and expand
participation in rose related activities. If y ou have any
comments/questions/ideas to further this goal, please
do not hesitate to contact me.

Have a wonderful holiday season and | look for -
ward to seeing all of you at the Midwinter Meeting in
March!



