
Petals and Thorns
VOL. XVI Elena Williams, editor & Susan Youngdahl, publisher Fall, 2006

As the reality of winter begins to set in, I finally
have had time to reflect on the busy, fun summer of
rose activities as well as planning for the 2007 gar-
dening season. Yes we in the North Central District do
experience some down time as the snow flakes begin
to fall!

At the NCD convention and rose show, hosted by
the Waukesha Rose Society, new officers and chair-
persons for your North Central District were elected.
Please join me in welcoming and thanking these indi-
viduals for their commitment to the American Rose
Society and our North Central District. The role each
of these individuals play is important and will help all
of us to expand our knowledge of our favorite flower
ñ the Rose. You will notice that most societies within
our District are represented ñ that is important as
these individuals will provide an important commu-
nication role between NCD activities and your local
societies. We are still looking for volunteers for two
very important positions ñ Membership Chair and the
Petals & Thorns Editor. If you would like to volunteer,
please contact me at 262-853-0745.

Plans are underway for a great 2007. The NCD
Midwinter Meeting is scheduled for March 10,11th at
the Antiqua Bay Waterpark in the Wisconsin Dells. If
you have not attended this event in the past, I strong-
ly recommend that you consider attending this year.

For those attending in the past, the new location will
provide a larger meeting room as this event has
become quite popular! Please see the article on this
event later in this newsletter along with the registra-
tion form. Our own Twin Cities Rose Club is hosting
the National ARS Convention in 2007!!! This affords
all of us the opportunity to attend the national event
and exhibit at the rose show. Mark your calendar now
and plan on attending! 

The fall American Rose Society National
Convention in Dallas, Texas (October 13th - 16th)
included a number of great activities. With the
Triennial election completed this summer, Steve
Jones was inducted as the new American Rose Society
president, and Jeff Wycoff became the ARS Vice
President. As is typical following the elections, this
becomes a transition time for the board, with new
District Directors and Regional Directors joining and
new committee participants elected. A significant
amount of discussion was centered on how to grow
membership in the American Rose Society. This is
extremely important to the health of the American
Rose Society and to all of us who enjoy rose growing
as our hobby. An ARS membership can be a great hol-
iday gift for those interested in gardening and roses -
check out the American Rose Society website
(www.ars.org) for membership forms, ARS member
discounts for roses and products, and other valuable
information. Free entrance to more than 100 Botanical
gardens across the nation more than offsets the annu-
al ARS membership costs.

As your new District Director, my goal is to pro-
vide rose growers in the District with information to
enhance our ability to grow great roses and expand
participation in rose related activities. If you have any
comments/questions/ideas to further this goal, please
do not hesitate to contact me. 

Have a wonderful holiday season and I look for-
ward to seeing all of you at the Midwinter Meeting in
March!

District Director�s Message � Diane Sommers

New North Central District officers were elected at the convention
in August. Left to Right: Bruce Barr, Assistant District Director,
Yvonne Brault, Secretary, Diane Sommers, District Director and
Don Zoromski, Treasurer.



North Central District Officers

District Director: Diane Sommers
dsrosenut@wi.rr.com
Assistant District Director:
Bruce Barr rosemore@execpc.com
Secretary: Yvonne Brault
Yobrault@mac.com
Treasurer: Don Zoromski

Appointed Officers
Awards Chair: Joan Schultz
cathern@tds.net
Consulting Rosarian Chair:
Elena Williams minirose@comcast.net
Horticultural Judges Chair:
Larry Heebsh
Arrangement Judges Chair:
Lois Ann Helgeson
helge006@tc.umn.edu
Old Garden and Shrub Rose Chair:
Kim Loomis ksloomis@comcast.net
Roses In Review Chair:
Pat Wildgen 952-881-2846
Petals & Thorns Editor:
Elena Williams minirose@comcast.net
Petals & Thorns Publisher:
Susan Youngdahl
syoungda@pressenter.com
Webmaster:
Stephanie Gerster
steph@eihpets.com
District Website: northcentralrose.org
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Subscriptions to Petals & Thorns are
$8.00 a year for mailed issues. To sub-
scribe send a check plus your name,
mailing address to Barb Webber, 621
Fairfield Dr. NW, New Brighton, MN
55112. The newsletter is also available
on the district website.

March 10 & 11th, 2007 Mid-Winter Meeting
June 28 - July 2, 2007 ARS National Convention

Mark Your Calendar

CHIPPEWA FALLS ROSE SOCIETY
(Chippewa Falls / Eau Claire, WI)
President: Bonnie Schlinder 715-723-9089

GATEWAY ROSE SOCIETY (Kenosha, WI)
President: Steve Singer steve@wiroses.com 262-694-7696

GRANITE CITY ROSE SOCIETY (St. Cloud, MN)
President: Deb Keiser dkeiser@charter.net 320-251-0442

LAKE SUPERIOR ROSE SOCIETY (Duluth, MN)
President: Margaret J. Anderson northbayrose@aol.com 218-724-9349

MADISON ROSE SOCIETY
Co-Presidents: Hal & Charlotte Woolf halw2001@yahoo.com
608-833-1964

MILWAUKEE ROSE SOCIETY
President: Theresa J. Krahn rosepuddles@hotmail.com 

MINNESOTA ROSE SOCIETY
President: Jim Stillings jstillings@comcast.net 651-633-8577

NEW ROSE SOCIETY (North East Wisconsin / Green Bay, WI)
President: Lee Hansen LeePlantdr@aol.com 920-432-4762

TWIN CITIES ROSE CLUB
President: Elena Williams minirose@comcast.net 651-681-9272

WAUKESHA ROSE SOCIETY
Co-Presidents: Don Freyer hickoryroseacres@msn.com 262-691-9582
Betty Gurschke bgurschke@ww.rr.com 414-425-7039

District Societies and Contacts

DISCLAIMER: The Petals and Thorns is the newsletter of the North Central District of the American Rose Society. The opinions
expressed here are those of the author(s) and/or editor and do not necessarily represent those of the American Rose Society or
the officers of the North Central District. While the advice and information in this newsletter is believed to be true and accurate at
the time of publication, neither the authors or editor can accept any legal responsibility for any errors or omissions that may have
been made. The North Central District makes no warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to the material contained within.
References to products, programs or services in this publication do not necessarily constitute an endorsement by the club, nor
does a lack of mention of a product or service imply that it could not yield satisfactory results.

2007 North Central District Mid-Winter Meeting
March 10-11th, 2007 - Antiqua Bay Waterpark, Wisconsin Dells

Join fellow rosarians for a fun packed day of rose discussion. The
Midwinter meeting consists of a fun filled Saturday, with a variety of
rose topics to interest all rose growers. On Saturday evening and
Sunday morning, an arrangement workshop will be held, featuring
Modern Designs. The arrangement workshop will be led by Lois Ann
Helgeson and Bruce Barr.  

Bring the Family!! This year, the midwinter meeting has been moved
to the Antiqua Bay Waterpark. In addition to the waterpark, the facilities
include a great restaurant on site, access to area casinos and room rates
lower than the public rate ($79.99 per night). Reserve your room by call-
ing the Antiqua Bay Resort, 608-254-8306 and reference the code word
ìroseî for the American Rose Society. Preferred room rates and room
block expires on February 22, 2007 - reserve your room soon!

The 2007 design workshop will be exploring the world of modern
designs. The classes and types of designs have been set for the Twin
Cities national and we think the workshop will be an excellent opportu-
nity to practice your skills so you will be ready to exhibit at the nation-
al show! The Saturday evening teaching time will be devoted to the tech-
niques and requirements of the modern classes that have been chosen
for the national schedule. Sunday morning will be a work time and cri-
tique opportunity for the style of modern design you have chosen to
create.  

Many attendees traditionally arrive on Friday to renew friendships
from across the North Central District. Mark your calendar now and
plan on attending this annual North Central District event!



The new Guidelines for Judging
Rose Arrangementsare in placed
and have already been used as the
standard in several North Central
District shows as well as at the
Harrisburg all-miniature show . All
seems to have gone smoothly in
this transition.

In the last issue, the new score-
card was explained along with the
new rosette for Duke of Arrange-
ments. Here are the other major
changes in the revised Guidelines.

Two other new special class
arrangements were approved.

1) Miniature Princess of
Arrangements: This is similar to
the standard sized Princes of
Arrangements (roses and rose
foliage only). The design should
be shown as a special class
arrangement, with the type of
design being determined by the
exhibitor . The winner will be
awarded the newly introduced
ARS Miniature Princess Rosette.

2) Miniature Duchess of
Arrangements: Again this is simi -
lar to the standard sized Duchess
of Arrangements (fresh roses with
dried and /or dried treated plant
materials). This will be shown as a
special class arrangement, with
the type of design being deter-
mined by the exhibitor and eligi -
ble for the newly created ARS
Miniature Duchess Rosette.

The chapter on corsages, bou-
tonnieres, chaplets, lapels and
nosegays has been modified to be
a personal adornment chapter. The

P e r s o n a l
Adornment
c h a p t e r
i n c l u d e s
t h o s e
exhibits that
c o n t a i n
fresh roses
and are worn,
carried or
used by a
person: bou-
t onn ie res ,
bridal flow -

ers, chaplets, corsages and hats.
The winner of this category is eli -
gible for the ARS Personal Adorn-
ments Certificate but not an ARS
Medal Certificate.

In addition, the Guidelines
include a more extensive listing of
modern design styles. A brief
description of each is given.
Designers not familiar with these
design styles may have difficulty
understanding the terminology
and should look to other sources
for inspiration and ideas of intent
and mechanics.

The chapter on Oriental
Manner Designs has been aug-
mented with additional technical
terms of the various design styles.
Most of us are familiar with
moribana, nageire, but to these
have been added shimputai,
mizugiw a, shofutai, etc. These
terms are fairly w ell explained, but
if used as means of judging a
design, both judges and designers
need to become more familiar
with the w orld of oriental
(Japanese) manner designing. To
this end, I have had the opportuni -
ty to practice and increase my
skills in a Japanese flower-arrang-
ing course at Boerner Botanical
Garden. It all brings to mind that
this is at once an artistic and a
technical world.

The original draft of the
Oriental Manner chapter w as
much more extensive, reading
more like a seminar course of
study than a judging guideline. In
the end, the accepted draft was
greatly condensed with the under -
standing that an ad hoc committee
will study the revisions with the
intent of offering suggestions for
future seminars and w orkshops
helping us all understand this art
form and standardizing the judg -
ing of oriental manner designs.

I strongly recommend that
each of the designers in the Dis-
trict and each of the Societies order
a copy of the revised Guidelines
when it is available later this fall.

Design- ers
should read
it carefully ,
f i n d i n g
areas  o f
clarification
for them -
selves but
also areas
that are not
c l e a r l y
u n d e r -
stood. Then
ask ques-
tions, seek
additional information, and use
the binder as a gathering place for
workshop handouts and addition -
al information. Societies should
make their copy available to the
local schedule writer. Rules and
regulations for shows are clearly
given and should appear in the
show booklet just as written in the
Guidelines.

This article is the last of my
responsibilities as the North
Central District Chairman of
Arrangement Judges. This has
been a wonderful time for me. The
responsibilities of the office have
challenged me to be a better
designer, a better teacher, and a
better resource to the District. My
goals of increasing the participa-
tion in show design, designer
skills and learning opportunities
have been realized. I have been so
impressed with the increasing skill
level and interest in design during
the last five years. The one unreal-
ized goal I had was sponsoring
another judging school in the
North Central District. W e need
additional design judges in our
District and the time will come to
have others step up to that respon-
sibility . For now, let’s work to
make an impact in the design
classes at the 2007 National Show
next June!

Thank you for all of y our sup-
port and encouragement along the
way.

New Guidelines for Judging Rose – Bruce Barr

Mini Royalty - Kim Loomis

District Director Mini-Floral
Elena Williams
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