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As we start 2006, I want to wish all a happy new
year. 2006 looks like it will be a busy year in the dis-
trict. When y ou read this issue of Petals and Thorns,
you will see that your district officers hav e been hard
at work.

We start the year as usual with our Mid-W inter
Meeting. All the details and registration form are
enclosed. The registration form and information can
also be found on the district w ebsite. This is the last
Mid-W inter Meeting that I as your district director
will be coordinating. This time next y ear you will
have a new district director and I hope y ou will be as
supportiv e of him or her as you have been of me. I
think the Mid-W inter Meeting is the best district event
we have. It certainly helps to break up winter .

This year, Diane Sommers will announce who
won the membership contest. Even though the contest
has come to an end, let’s not forget how important it
is to continue to recruit new ARS members. Let’s all
remember to thank Diane for her w ork on this contest.

Those of you who have not sent me your new 2006
officers, please do so. Don’t forget to include y our
awards chair, rose show chair and newsletter editor. If
your society does not have some of these officers, let
me know who to contact regarding information that
would be sent to these officers. Joan Schultz needs to
have a contact in each society for district awards. Let’s
make her job a little easier this year. Remember, we

want your input on the outstanding judge and out -
standing consulting rosarian aw ards.

Read the information on the upcoming judging
school and think about becoming a judge if you meet
the qualifications. Even if you don’t want to be a
judge, plan to attend the school. There is no better
way to become a better exhibitor. You will learn exact -
ly what the judges are looking for when judging.
Look at the list of rose shows and plan to participate
in more than just your local show. It is a great way to
meet people who are interested in the same thing you
are – roses.

Last, I want to wish Chuck Rutkowski a contin-
ued recovery. Sadly, this past year we lost two won-
derful rosarians, Joan Prince and Robert Cleveland .
Robert was a teacher at several of the judging schools
I attended and he taught me to be a kinder judge than
I might hav e been. Judging with him w as always an
experience. Joan was one of one of the most thought-
ful and modest persons that I have known. Her v ast
knowledge of plants other than roses was enormous
yet she never flaunted it. I did not know until her
death that she wrote a weekly garden column for the
Milw aukee newspaper. She introduced me to judging
at the Wisconsin state fair. What an experience that
first time w as but it is great fun now. We will miss
them both.

See you in Mauston.

District Director ’s Notes – Norma Booty

The Mid-W inter Meeting will
be March 18-19th in Mauston, WI.
This year’s meeting promises to be
exciting and fun. We have great
speakers and have added another
arrangement seminar. This year
the seminar will be on the tradi -
tional style of arranging. Bruce
Barr has included some informa-
tion on this that is included in this
issue. You will note that registra -

tion for the arrangement seminar
is on the form with the other regis -
tration information this y ear.

Some of this year’s speakers
are: Andrew Platz on exhibiting
from a small garden, Lois Ann
Helgeson and Bruce Barr on how
to write a rose show schedule, Jim
Beardsley on the new roses from
Bailey’s, Henry Najat on interna-
tional judging and David Booty

on unusual rose show classes.
For arrangement judges, the

arrangement seminar does count
as your required seminar for y our
continued accreditation.

As usual, we will get together
on Friday evening for a reception
in my suite. This is a great way to
beat the winter blues. See you
there!

Mid-Winter Meeting
Norma Booty , District Director
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Subscriptions to Petals & Thorns are
$8.00 a year for mailed issues. To sub-
scribe send a check plus your name,
mailing address or e-mail address to
Barb Webber, 621 Fairfield Dr. NW, New
Brighton, MN 55112. The newsletter is
also available on the district website.

March 18 & 19 Mid-W inter Meeting in Mauston, WI
April 1 Consulting Rosarian School, Minnesota Rose Society
June 17 - 18 Minnesota Rose Society Rose Show, St. Paul, MN
June 18 Madison Rose Society Rose Show, Madison, WI
June 21 - June 26 ARS Convention/Show, Seattle, WA
June 24 Milw aukee Rose Society Rose Show, Hales Corner, WI
July 1 Gateway Rose Society Rose Show, Racine WI
July 8 Lake Superior Rose Society Rose Show, Duluth, MN
July 8 - 9 Twin Cities Rose Club Rose Show, Minneapolis, MN
July 15 Granite City Rose Society Rose Show, St. Cloud, MN
July 21 - 23 ARS Mini Conv ention/Show, Yorktown, PA
July 29 -30 ARS Horticulture Judging School, Hales Corner, WI
August 6 WI State Fair Rose Show, Milw aukee Rose Society, West Allis, WI
August 20 NEW Rose Society Rose Show, Green Bay, WI
August 25 - 27 NCD Conv ention/Show, Waukesha, WI
October 13 - 16 ARS Convention/Show, Dallas, TX

Mark Your Calendar

CHIPPEWA FALLS ROSE SOCIETY
(Chippewa Falls / Eau Claire, WI)
President: Bonnie Schlinder  715-723-9089

GATEWAY ROSE SOCIETY (Kenosha, WI)
President: Steve Singer  steve@wiroses.com  262-694-7696

GRANITE CITY ROSE SOCIETY (St. Cloud, MN)
President: Deb Keiser  dkeiser@charter.net  320-251-0442

LAKE SUPERIOR ROSE SOCIETY (Duluth, MN)
President: Margaret J. Anderson  northbayrose@aol.com  218-724-9349

MADISON ROSE SOCIETY
Co-Presidents: Hal & Charlotte Woolf  halw2001@yahoo.com
608-833-1964

MILWAUKEE ROSE SOCIETY
President: Theresa J. Krahn  rosepuddles@hotmail.com  

MINNESOTA ROSE SOCIETY
President: Jim Stillings  jstillings@comcast.net  651-633-8577

NEW ROSE SOCIETY (North East Wisconsin / Green Bay, WI)
President: Lee Hansen  LeePlantdr@aol.com  920-432-4762

TWIN CITIES ROSE CLUB
President: Elena Williams  minirose@comcast.net  651-681-9272

WAUKESHA ROSE SOCIETY
Co-Presidents: Don Freyer  hickoryroseacres@msn.com  262-691-9582
Betty Gurschke  bgurschke@ww.rr.com  414-425-7039

District Societies and Contacts

DISCLAIMER: The Petals and Thorns is the newsletter of the North Central District of the American Rose
Society. The opinions expressed here are those of the author(s) and/or editor and do not necessarily repre-
sent those of the American Rose Society or the officers of the North Central District. While the advice and infor-
mation in this newsletter is believed to be true and accurate at the time of publication, neither the authors or
editor can accept any legal responsibility for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The North
Central District makes no warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to the material contained within.
References to products, programs or services in this publication do not necessarily constitute an endorsement
by the club, nor does a lack of mention of a product or service imply that it could not yield satisfactory results.

North S tar Rose Society T o Disband
The North Star Rose Society has decided to disband. Our members

are growing older , fewer are growing roses and it seemed to be the right
time to wrap it up as a club. The members are getting together in June
for a picnic at one of the member’s garden, so maybe there will be an
interest on the part of some to keep in contact with each other over the
next few years. 

A committee has been appointed from the membership to decide on
how to handle some of the issues that need to be addressed in the wind-
ing down process, such as how to deal with the club’s remaining funds
and what to do with our rose show trophies and supplies. 

Our members have been encouraged to seek membership within
either or both the Twin Cities Rose Club and the Minnesota Rose Society. 

Our last meeting w as our Christmas party held on December 15. We
used the occasion to honor Jerry Olson who has been such a wonderful
aid and valuable mentor to our club members over the years. The club
presented Jerry with an American Rose Society Bronze Medal Award
and we spent a good part of the evening reminiscing with him about the
great times we have had together.                                        David Butler
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Arrangement W orkshop – Bruce Barr , NCD Chair of Arrangement Judges
The third annual North

Central District Arrangement
Workshop is scheduled for the
Saturday evening and Sunday
morning of the Mid-W inter Meet-
ing w eekend, March 18th & 19th.
Previously, we have focused on
modern, miniature, and oriental
designs. This year, we will be
working on traditional line and
line mass designs.

Often w e think of these
designs as “easy” but, truth be
told, they hav e their own inherent
technical difficulties. So, we will
be exploring the ideas of balance,
rhythm and proportion during

th is  w ork -
shop.

To help
with under -
standing these
designs, we
will be evalu-
ating designs
using slide
presentations
for both the
line and line
mass designs.
T e c h n i c a l

aspects of  construction will
also be practiced. In addition, a
variety of unusual line materi -
als will also be available for
use in practice designs.

Each participant will hav e
use of a variety of floral mate -
rial and Oasis. Registrants
should bring their own ar -
ranger’s kit and tw o contain-
ers, at least one of which is
between 8 and 11 inches in
height.  Additional interesting
containers may also be
brought to giv e others ideas on
what can work for line and line
mass designs.

Each year the number of
participants has been growing. At
this point w e are not looking to
limit the number of participants in
the workshop. How ever, in order
to insure the proper amount of
material for the w orkshop, your
registration should be in no later
than Friday, March 10. Late regis-
trants may be accepted, but it also
may be necessary to have those
attend on an audit basis.

Please note that this year’s reg-
istration form is combined with

that of the general Mid-W inter
meeting. How ever, you do not
need to register for the meeting
portion in order to attend the
arrangement workshop.

So, don’t miss this opportunity
to learn more about traditional
designs, the chance to work with
your fellow designers, the chance
to make mistakes and to improve
your skills. Get your registration
in. Encourage other designers in
your local group to attend. See you
in Mauston!       Photos by Elena W illiams

SAVE THIS DATE! An
American Rose Society Horticul-
ture Judging School will be held at
Boerner Botanical Gardens, 9400
Boerner Drive, Hales Corners, WI
53130 on Saturday-Sunday, July
29-30, 2006.

This American Rose Society
horticulture judging school is a
tw o day event. On Saturday, July
29, 2006 the Milwaukee Rose
Society is making plans to host a
day of classes that should be
informativ e to exhibitors as well as
those who are or wish to become
judges. There are no prerequisites
or requirements that must be met
in order to attend these classes.

Any one with an interest in roses
who w ould like to learn more
about exhibiting and the judging
process is welcome to attend.

On Sunday, those who meet
the ARS requirements to become
an apprentice judge may take the
exam. The book, Guidelines for
Judging Roses, is available from
ARS for around $15 including
shipping costs. Those planning to
become judges are strongly
advised to obtain a copy. The writ -
ten portion of the exam is based on
the material in this manual.
Exhibitors will also find this infor -
mation interesting and useful. If
you anticipate taking the examina-

tion for appointment as an
Apprentice Rose Judge you need
to complete an ARS application
form and submit it to me, at least
six weeks prior to the scheduled
school date (ARS needs to verify
the membership requirement). In
addition, a $50 registration fee 
is paid to the ARS at the time that
the examination is taken. If you
have questions, want additional
information, or need help in 
completing requirements, I am
available to help you. Please 
e-mail or phone me Lois Ann
Helgeson at helge006@tc.umn.edu
or 651-636-1298.

Continued on p age 5

ARS Horticulture Judging School –
Lois Ann Helgeson , NCD Chair of Horticultural Judges

Line Design

Line Mass Design
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Update on the Consulting Rosarian Program –
Carole Smuda , Consulting Rosarian Chair

Larry Heebish from Waterford,
Wisconsin was presented the
Outstanding Consulting Rosarian
Award for 2005 at the North
Central District Conv ention in
Prior Lake, Minnesota. Larry has
been a CR for 11 years and was
recently named a Master Rosarian.
He has worked with the Boy
Scouts planting a “Peace” garden,
given seminars at district events
and chaired the Consulting
Rosarian School in Milwaukee. 

Also recognized w ere 13
Consulting Rosarians who have
received the Emeritus Consulting
Rosarian Status. They are Peggy
Boncher, Robert Cleveland ,
Lloyd Duerr , Donald Halverson ,
Lee Hansen, John David Kinney ,
Richard Klock , Vern Kraus , Jackie
L’Allier , Robert Lewis , Patrick
O'Brien , Lavern Olson and
George Thompson . I would like
to thank them for their y ears of
service to the American Rose
Society and hope that they will
continue to enjoy our the pursuit
of growing roses. 

I have just returned from the
Memphis Conv ention. When you
receive the annual report form this

year, you will notice a new field. It
was felt that recommending roses
was great, but the younger genera-
tion are leaning more tow ard easy
care or “earth friendly” roses. Y ou
will be asked to recommend any
rose that you find is extremely dis -
ease resistant and easy to grow in
your area. A list will be compiled
and included in the Consulting
Rosarian Manual. 

The Master Rosarian program
will be accepting nominations in
2006. If there is someone you think
is worthy of this recommendation,
please start gathering your infor -
mation for the form now . The form
will remain almost the same as last
year, but the order of questions
might change. Your nominee must
be a member of the ARS and a
Consulting Rosarian for at least
ten years. They must also be a CR
in good standing, i.e. return annu -
al reports, fill out RIR, belong to a
local society, CR recertification
must be up to date, etc. I can give
you this information. The form
will need to be filled out complete -
ly. The opening statement is why
you feel this rosarian is deserving
of this recognition. You will need

to support y our statement by
answering some questions.
How ever, a simple yes or no in
answering the questions is not
enough. If the question asks if the
CR writes articles, please list some
of the articles and where they were
published. Some examples are:
writes (wrote) article(s) on OGRs
for your local newsletter, writes
(wrote) article(s) on fertilizing for
the district newsletter , etc. We are
looking for examples and/or titles.
Similarly , if a CR presents pro-
grams list them don’ t just say yes
to the question. The nominee does
not have to do everything listed on
the form. Some CRs write articles
but don’ t give programs, that’s ok.

I will notify club presidents of
the deadline to file the forms. They
should pass this information on to
all members. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact me at 612-
789-3872 or e-mail me at
cs4roses@aol.com. I will post the
new forms on the w eb page
www .northcentralrose.org as soon
as they become available.  

Granite City Rose Society will
host the 3rd Annual Rose Educa-
tion Day on Saturday, April 8,
2006. The event will be from 8 am
until noon, with the first session
beginning at 8:30 am and will be
located at Whitney Center in St
Cloud. The event is free and open
to the public. We are offering ses-
sions on both basic and intermedi-

ate rose care. Session topics and
speakers are “Old Garden and
Hardy Shrub Roses” – Kim
Loomis , “Rose Pests and Preven-
tion of Diseases” – Jim Beardsley
and “Rose Care Basics” – Deb
Keiser . I am still looking for
speakers for the following topics:
designing a rose garden, winter
rose care, new varieties of roses,

and fertilizing. Speakers will do
one or two 50 minute sessions.
Speakers will be compensated for
their time and expenses. Please
contact Deb Keiser at dkeiser@-
charter.net or (320) 251-0442 for
more information about attending
the workshop or being a speaker.

Granite City to Host Rose Education Day

Club President s, Please Note
Joan Schultz , the North Central District aw ards chairman, cathern@tds.net would like each club to let her
know the name of the person in their club who will be the 2006 contact for aw ards.
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It is with sorrow that I am sending y ou this 
e-mail. Joan Prince, ARS Consulting Rosarian and
ARS Judge, passed away yesterday, December 17,
2005. Barbara Maas had e-mailed me last night
that she had been notified and this afternoon when
Barb and I spoke, she asked if I would pass along
this information to y ou.

In addition to Joan’s outstanding efforts within
our society, she also served on the Board of the
Friends of Boerner Botanical Gardens. She will be
deeply missed by all who knew her . Joan was a

heck of a rosarian who made growing roses look as
easy as apple pie!

For many, many years, Joan wrote a column in
the Sunday Milwaukee Journalon gardening; her
horticultural talents and ability to write a succinct,
enjoyable article week after week, resulted in a
large and loyal fan base (myself included). Joan
gave many talks on roses and her slide presenta-
tions were among the most entertaining and beau-
tiful I hav e ever seen.

Jan Staedler, Milw aukee Rose Society

The following excerpt is from the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinelas a memorial for their garden
writer , Joan Prince. http://www.jsonline.com/
news/nobits/dec05/379013.asp

At the end of a mild winter , milky white snow -
drops w ould bloom in a protected spot on Joan
Prince’s doorsteps at her home in Whitefish Bay.

Come November, the last cut flowers from the
hundreds of rosebushes that blazed in her front-
yard garden would adorn her Thanksgiving table.

“I like blooming things,” Prince said in a 1992
newspaper article that launched her column “In
the Garden,” which ran in the Milwaukee Sentinel
and the Milwaukee Journal Sentineluntil 1996.

“I get a great kick out of having plants in my
gardens bloom as early and as late as possible.”

“She was a lover of all plants – but roses, she
was especially in love with them,” said friend
Barbara Maas, who met Prince in the mid-1970s
when Maas joined the Milw aukee Rose Society, of

which Prince w as a president and longtime board
member.

She was born Joan Wiener on Oct. 16, 1920, in
Breslau, Germany, to Kurt and Marie W iener. The
family mov ed to Milw aukee in 1936, and Prince
earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism from 
the Univ ersity of Wisconsin-Milw aukee in the
early 1940s.

“Her reason to get up every day was to go dig
in the dirt and make it look pretty ,” recalled her
daughter Ginny Prince Cleary .

“She would often experiment with combina -
tions of a variety of roses and other plants,” said
Bruce Barr, a past president of the Milw aukee Rose
Society and the group’'s board chairman. “She was
always looking for new and interesting v arieties.”
“She was well respected for her knowledge, espe-
cially for her knowledge on Old Garden roses,” 
he said.

Judging School continued

There are no requirements that
must be met in order to attend an
ARS judging school. The follow -
ing requirements are for taking the
judging exam. Any person apply -
ing for designation as an Appren-
tice Rose Judge of the American
Rose Society must:

1. Have been a member of the
American Rose Society, either reg-
ular or joint, for thirty-six (36) con -
secutive months immediately pre -
ceding application.

2. Have personally grown
roses in an outdoor garden or be
engaged in their scientific culture.

3. Have intimate knowledge
of the characteristics and the range
of variability of at least 100 vari-
eties of all classifications.

4. Know and follow the
American Rose Society rules and
technical requirements.

5. Be observant and careful in
all details.

6. Be a person of high integri-
ty and able to subjugate all per-
sonal likes, dislikes and biases.

7. Be able to substantiate
decisions with concrete and spe-
cific reasons.

8. Be diplomatic, construc-
tiv e, definite and understandingly

assertive in adhering to rules and
passing judgment.

9. Have successfully exhibit-
ed by winning at least tw o classes
for which ARS certificate awards
are available and fiv e blue ribbons
in at least five shows.

10. Have worked as a clerk
with apprentice and accredited
judges in a minimum of three rose
shows.

11. Have satisfactorily com-
pleted an authorized American
Rose Society Judging School and
pass the examination.

Joan Prince




